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Dear MPSD Staff, Families and Community: 

The holiday season, especially for young children, can be a time of great excitement and hope. 

We want to provide hope for MPSD families who want their children to return to our school 

buildings, to learn face-to-face with their teachers and classmates. We share that desire for 

in-person instruction, but we must continue to balance pandemic health and safety concerns. 

The District and Board of Education took steps Tuesday night to move in the direction of 

returning to school in the blended learning model which will continue to include the option for 

parents to choose full distance learning for their child(ren). 

While not setting a date for a return to blended learning, the Board unanimously approved: 

● New and expanded gating criteria to allow for a return to blended learning and 

eventually, full five-day in-person instruction. The previous gating criteria likely would 

have kept the district in 100% distance learning for the foreseeable future, district and 

health officials projected. The criteria the Board approved Dec. 8 would allow a return 

to blended learning if community COVID-19 levels return to where they were in 

mid-September.  

● A “Phase 1” plan to return some students to the school buildings for limited 

non-instructional purposes starting next Monday Dec. 14. 

District administrators also proposed a “Phase 2” plan to bring even more students back to the 

buildings in January, before gating criteria would allow the district to return to blended 

learning. The Board asked district leaders to provide more details about the scope and 

implementation of Phase 2 for consideration at the next Board meeting Dec. 22. 

Starting Dec. 14, the district will allow these students to voluntarily return to their home 

schools for these purposes under its “Phase 1” plan: 

● Students in Early Childhood to 12th grade who need to have evaluations completed or 
initiated to determine Individual Education Plan (IEP) eligibility. 

● Students who need to complete GED02 assessments. 



● High School students who sign up for two-hour quiet study times at LHS or Stangel 
Learning Community (McKinley) with access to robust wifi. 

● High School winter co-curricular student athletes who want to engage in fitness and 
non-contact practice, using the same safety protocols that athletes successfully followed 
last summer. 

 
Transportation would be provided to eligible students and safety mitigation measures would be 
in place, including social distancing and mask-wearing.  
 
The “Phase 2” plan would allow for limited return to buildings by students who have more than 

50% of their instruction in a Special Education environment, as well as students who have had 

little or no success engaging or making progress in the distance learning model. The District will 

provide more information about that plan Dec. 22. The goal in Phase 2 is to supplement 

distance learning before moving to a blended learning option. 

Details of the new gating criteria and phases are available in the Dec. 8 Board Presentation. The 

new criteria includes revised Manitowoc County burden rate metrics and addition of six new 

core and secondary criteria: percent change of positive COVID-19 cases; 4 key district mitigation 

strategies; occupied hospital beds; MPSD staff absence rate, 24-hour contact tracing and PPE 

supply. As of Dec. 4, the only criteria preventing a return to blended learning is the county 

burden rate, which is the number of new cases in Manitowoc County per 100,000 residents 

within the last 14 days. 

This global pandemic continues to present us with great challenges as we strive to keep 

everyone safe and healthy while providing the best education for our children but I am proud of 

the great work of our teachers and staff.  

Thank you for your support of our students and I hope you have a wonderful holiday season. 

 

Mark Holzman 

MPSD Superintendent 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TQ9PJA203aPLEzWoFNGeeaQFJ0F_4N1z13BW1BNdqHA/edit?usp=sharing

